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CONVERSION to BENEVOLENCE and VIRTUE: 
dn EASTERN TALE. 


I" is an allowed truth, that virtue is neceflary for the enjoy- 
ment of earthly happinefs. But virtue may be divided into 
various clafles, among the foremoft of thefe ranks unfeigned 
benevolence, or an ardent defire to do good to thofe around us 3 
this is not an ornamental quality only, but the rareft endow- 
ment of the human mind. On its poffeffors it entails the 
greateft honour and alfo the higheft delight. For what fatis- 
faction can equal that which arifes from the confcioufnefs of 
having wiped away the tear of diftrefs. Senfual pleafures, 
when purfued for a feafon, vanifh, and only remain on the 
memory as “ a tale that is told,”” with the addition of felf- 
reproach ; whereas beneficence, as an evergreen, continually 
flourifhes, and affords living memorials of its intrinfic worth. 
Torelieve a virtuous family in diftrefs, or to be the inftrument 
of prefervation to a fellow-mortal,—yields a fatisfaction far 
fuperior to the glitter of oftentatious grandeur, or the frivoli« 
ties of vice ! 

How many immenfe funs are daily lavifhed by the affluent, 
in the pomp of retinue, equipage, and drefs ;—How large a 
quantity of viands from the dinner of one epicure, might, if 
properly employed, redeem many from the horrors of famine ? 
— The rich man wonders that be is unhappy, yet is ignorant of 
the caufe ; he becomes more extravagant, and then expects 
felicity,—Fatal miftake! When on the bed of ficknefs, the 
Vou, XXVIII. 706, 2E prayers 
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prayers of the fatherlefs and the widow are not offered up for 
his recovery ; and when he dics, he is unlamented; neither 
the tear of gratitude nor the figh of heartfelt forrow bewail his 
lofs ! But the man that is benevolent is loved and revered 
during life,—when dead, he is deplored with the tendernefs of 
friendihip, and his memory is cherifhed, 

Al-Houflain was refpected, not only in the city of Damafcus, 
but alfo throughout the extenfive empire of the eaft, for the 
integtity of his manners and the uprightnefs of his condud, 
He refembled the fun, illamining the world with his prefence, 
or the refrefhing fhower, reftoring verdure around. He was.a 
father to the indigent, beloved by his flaves, and never gave way 
to the impulfe of paffion nor the gratifications of fenfuality, 
but was one of Alla’strueft adorers. A life uniformly happy, 
there was only one circumftance to difturb; Al-Hoouflain had 
an only fon named Ab-Dul-Hamid, on whom he had beftowed 
every accomplifhment ; but who, departing from the paths of 
virtue, refafed all fociety, except that of the vicious and 
abandoned, Houflain formed many attempts to reclaim him 
from his courfe of folly ; but naturally felf-willed, opiniated, 
and haughty, he refifted both intreatics and commands, and 
rendered ‘his father miferable by his imprudence. Al-Houffain 
bore thefe afflictions with unyielding conftancy, and fhewed, 
in the general tenor of his life, the fuperior mecknefs of re- 
fignation. His laft hour at length approached, but before the 
ange] of peace had fealed his eyes, he thus addrefled his fon, 
whom the rumour of his approaching death had brought near 
his couch, anticipating with inward joy the pofleffion of fo 
much wealth. ¢* O, my fon, thou feeft my approaching end, 
but the will of Omnipotence be done ! hear now my counfel 
and regard my words; let meconjure thee, as thou wilt now 
enjoy my riches, which I have accummulated, not by defrauding 
the helplefs, not by defrauding the helplefs, not by trampling on 
the rights of feciety, but by honeft traffic and induftry, to let 
thy manners be tempered with prudence and difcretion. Let 
not the infidious parafite or treacherous friend tempt thee to 
tiot in didipation ; this cannot beftow on thee ferenity of 
mind, but will heap up misfortune. Let me conjure thee, Ha- 
mid, by the creed of the faithful, to be benevolent ; this is the 
hidden {pring from which every earthly felicity muft arife.—It 
is this which muit foften the pangs of torments, and alleviate 
the pains of mortality. But, above all, remember, that man, 
without religion, refembles the traveller on the defert ; the big 
Clouds of fate gather round his head, the thunder rolls, ana the 
lightning 
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lightning flathes through the fky, while no fhelter prefents itfelf 
before him.” 

He faid no more, for his happy fpirit had winged its flight 
into eternity, and Ab-Dul-Hamid beheld with pleafure his 
limbs grown cold in death, He gave himfelf little time for 
reflection on the forego ng advice, but confidered it only as the 
fearful admonition of a dying man; and determined by ime 
mediately enjoying himfelf free from controul, to prove its 
fallacy. Soon were the founds of mufic and feftivity heard in 
thofe apartments where Al-Houflain ftill remained a corple ; 
and Hamid, forgetful of filial refpect and duty, immediately 
after his father’s interment, opened his doors to all the wotaries 
of pleafure, and his manfion was the conftant refort of the gay 
and the luxurious. Every thing was moft fumptuous 2round 
him, and hundreds of flaves awaited his pleafure. Art was ex- 
haufted to decorate his apartments, and beauties from every 
nation crowded his Haram. For the courfe of a few fhort 
moons he could rife with pleafure to the fame round of amule- 
ments, and could expatiate with rapture onthe gay flattery of 
his pretended friends ; bur fate at length put a period to thefe 
enjoyménts, and tortured Hamid’s breaft with anger and 
wretchednefs, 

As he was one day paffing through the ftreets, a female form 
of peculiar elegance, attracted-his attention, and the meannefs 
of her drefs ferved the better to fet off hercharms. He caufed 
his flaves to follow, and make diligent enquiry concerning 
her, and from them he foon learnt that the was the only daugh- 
ter of Al Couzan, an aged Mauflulman, and extremely ins 
digent; that her father was beloved in his neighbourhood for 
‘his probity and virtue ; that he was once affluent, but reduced 
to poverty by unavoidable lofles ; and that his lovely daughter 
was the only remaining pledge of former happinels. 

Such was the account that Hamid received. Here was an 
Opportunity to practice that virtuous benevolence which his 
father had recommended, and to retrieve the good Al-Couzan, 
and his lovely daughter Zamira, from indigence. But far 
other thoughts occupied the breaft of the fon of Al-Heuflain ; 
he was fired with her beauty, and determined, by forming an 
acquaintance with the father, to fecure a mittrefs in Zamira. 
But vain were his attempts! her inflexible virtue remaiied une 
fhaken; neither the glare of grandeur, nor the frowns of op- 
preffion, could abate ber refiftance. Little accuttomed to fuch 
rejeClion, the haughty mind of Hamid was diltraéted with anger 
and difappointment, and now trviticis attemprs to fecure her 
2k 2 made 
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made him ftill more wretched. Gloomy difcontent fat im~ 
printed on his vifage, and the forrow of his foul fhewed itfelf in 
his anger to thofe around him; no longer the loud gufts of 
laughter or the midnight debauch, no more could the riches of 
the eaft, heaped up in histreafures, afford him fatisfaction. 

He was fickened with life, he was tired of the world, and in- 
wardly repining at the decrees of Heaven, broke forth into the 
following exclama‘ion, * Q, Alla, why doft thou feign to do 
good to thy creatures by giving them riches ?—~have I not 
proved the fallacy of thy gifts?—-and why doft thou, uhder 
that femblance, curfe mankind ?—’Tis true that thou haft 
given me wealth, but happinefs is a ftranger to my bofom, 
Dott thou then delight to trifle with thy fervants, and inflid 
on them torments folely to try thy power ?—I am the lord of 
boundle{s pofieffions, and flaves crouch betore my preferice; 
1 am renowned through the eaft for the beauties of my Haram, 
and every wind wafts riches to my treafure ; but ftill 1 feel ho 
enjoyment in thofe objects, fince my darling with is defeated, 
and Zamira eludes my poffeffGion, I confider myfelf as miferable, 
and the world a wildernefs. I will now bid defiance to the 
threa's and revenge of Al Couzan, and fecure his daughter by 
force, in {pite of her lamentations.” But here the terrors of 
juftice gleamed acrofs his mind, and he as haftily gave up the 
determination as he had formed it. 

The violence of this tran{port and his former exertions threw 
him into a deep flumber, but the fame objects ftill occurred, 
and prefented the following vifion to his imagination. He 
thought his mind bordered on the verge of madnefs, and that 
he had lifted up his arm to plunge a poignard in his bofom, 
when the apartment fhook from its foundations, and a genius, 
arrayed inrobes of the pureft white, ftood before him; the 
dagger dropped from his hand, and he fell himfelf, almoft lifelefs, 
on the floor, Mortal,” {aid the genius, “ ceafe to ateule 
Alla witt tay impieties, nor dare to take away a life which thou 
didft not beftow ! Rife, and hear the purpofe for which Omni- 
potence fent me to thee. Iam bid to tell thee, that thou haft 
miitaken the way to happinefs, and in departing from the in- 
ftructions of thy father, Houflain, thou hat loit fight of every 
blefling. It is true that thy fins are numerous and deferve a far 
different return from Alla; but he is merciful, and taking pity 
on thy youth, has fent me to advifethee, “Thou complaineft of 
mifery !—fhort fighted mortal !—-W hat availed thy riches fince 
they were only lavithed on luxury, and made the minifters of 
shy vicious pleafure ?—Haft thou performed the talk of bene> 

violence ? 
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volence ?—Haft thou fought out the haunts of wretchednefs, 
and relieved want with thy fuperfluities?——T hy own confcience 
condemns thee !—Haft thou not, in the prefent inftance, inftead 
of relieving the poverty of Al-Couzan, fought to render him 
fill more abject, by attempting the virtue of his daughter ?” 

With trembling voice the fon of Al-Houffain now addreffed 
the genius, * Fool that I was,” faid he, “ to accufe the 
bounteous Alla for my ownerrors !—Did I hope that the 
eurfes of a worm could injure Omnipotence ?—O, then, 
inform me how to become poffeffed of that invaluable treafure, 
felicity !”——"* Thou muft,” replied the genius, “ omit no 
opportunity of doing good, for to do good is the way to find it. 
Banith ufelefs luxury from thy manfion, and relieve the indi- 
gent ; Alla will then pour bleffings on thy head, and thy life 
will be uniformly happy.” 

Scarce had he fpoke thefe words when Hamid awoke from 
his umber, and ftaring wildly around expected to fce the 
phantom of hisdream. He at length recovered, but the vifion 
had made fo trong an isapreffion on his mind, that he refolved 
to amend his ill-fpent life. In afew days he parted with his 
too numerous attendants, and reformed every luxury. But 
thefe were only tie (maller efforts of his reformation, he had 
fill the greater objects in view, to difmifs his Haram, to raife 
Al-Couzan from indigence, and to requeit the plighted vows 
of the lovely Zamira, before the altars of the faithful. Al- 
Couzan received the propofals of Hamid with unfeigned fure 
prize and pleafure; and Zamira, happy in fuch a lover, 
became his wife. The wild tranfports of irregular paflion 
were now calmed into ferenity of joy; happinefs beamed in 
thoie features which had Jong been {ftiangers to felicity. 
Univerfally refpected and beloved for the goodnefs of their 
hearts, the fon of Al-Houflain, and his lovely bride, Zamira, 
lived long and happy; no bitternefs difturbed their plea- 
fures, but each revolving year brought frefh bleflings in its 
train. Thus in Ab-Dul-Hamid was proved the vanity of 
felfith pleafure, and in him alfothe fublime delights of benefi- 


cence and virtue. 
‘ad 





On PRIDE of ANCESTRY. 
[From Gibbon’s Memoirs of his own Life and Writings. ] 


Lively defire of knowing and of recording our anceftors 
fo generally prevails, that it muft depend on the ine 
fluence 
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fluence of fome common principle in the mindsfof7men, We 
feem to have lived in the perfons of our forefathers ; it is the 
Jabour and reward of vanity to extend the term of this ideal 
longevity. Our imagination is always active to enlarge the 
narrow circle in which nature has confined us. Fifty or a 
hundred years may be allotted to an individual, but we fte 
forward beyond death with fuch hopes as religion and philofo. 
phy will fuggeft; and we fill up the filent vacancy that 
precedes our birth, by affociating ourfelves to the authors of 
our exiftence. Our calmer judgment will rather tend to 
moderate, than to fupprefs, the pride of an ancient and worthy 
race, The fatyrift may laugh, the philofopher may preach; 
but reafon herfelf will refpect the prejudices and habits, which 
have been confecrated by the experience of mankind. 
Wherever the diftin@ion of birth is allowed to form a 
fuperior order in the ftate, education and example fhould always, 
and will often, produce among them a dignity of fentiment 
and propriety of condué, which is guarded from difhonour by 
their own and the public efteem. If we read of fome illaf- 
trious line fo ancient that it has no beginning, fo worthy that it 
ought to have noend, we fympathize in its various fortunes; 
nor can we blame the generous enthufiafm, or even the harmlefs 
vanity, of thofe who are allied to the honours of its name. 
For my own part, could I draw my pedigree froma General, a 
Statefman, or a celebrated author, I fhould ftudy their lives 
with the diligence of filial love. Inthe invettigation of paft 
events, our curiofity is ftimulated by the immediate or indirect 
reference to ourfelves; but in the eftimate of honour we 
fhould learn to value the gifts of nature above thofe of fortune; 
to eftecm in our anceftors the qualities that beft promote the 
interefts of fociety ; and to pronounce the defcendant of a 
King lefs truly noble than the offspring of a man of genius, 
whole writings will inftruct or delight the lateft pofterity. 
The family of Confucius is, in my opinion, the moft illu{trious 
in the world. After a painful afcent of eight or ten centuries, 
our Barons and Princes of Europe are loft in the darknefs of 
the middle ages ; but, in the vaft equality of the empire of 
China, the pofterity of Confucius have maintained, above two 
thoufand two hundred years, their peaceful honours and per- 
petual fucceffion. The chief of the family is ftill revered, by 
the fovereign and the people, as the livcly image of the wifeft 
of mankind. The nobility of the Spencers has been illuf- 
trated and enriched by the trophies of Marlborough ; but 
J exhort them to confider the Fairy Queen as the moft pre 
9 c10us 
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cious jewel of ‘their coronet, I have expofed my private 
eelings, as I fhall always do, without fcruple orreferve. That 
thefe fentiments are juft, or at leaft natural, 1 am inclined to 
believe, fince I do not fecl myfelf interefted in the caufe ; for 
I can derive from my anceftors neither glory nor fhame. 





Curious Particulars relative to the Duke of Martina, a 
Neapolitan Nobleman, and his Method of managing 
his Flocks and Herds. 


[ Tranflated from the German of C. Ulyffes.] 


HIS nobleman is of the family of the Caraccioli, one 
of the moft illuftrious in the kingdom, and poffeffes very 
princely domains in this and the neighbouring provinces. 
My companion, the Archbifhop, had greatly prepofleffed me in 
his favour, by the defcription he gave me of his moral chae 
rater, and efpecially of his love of a country life, and his dif- 
tafte for that of acourt and city. In fad, it is no {mall recom- 
mendation for a Baron of the kingdom of Naples to refide upon 
his property, rather than in the capital, where moft of them 
{quander not only their annual revenues, but their whole eftates, 
ingaming and the loweft debaucheries, and thus render them= 
felves the devoted flaves of the court.* Great, therefore, as 
were my expedtations, they were yet exceeded by the very 
fimple, open, friendly, and hearty manners of the Duke, and 
of his venerable mother, of the noble houfe of Avalos. I was 
charmed with that princely matron, who, though ninety years 
of age, enjoys the moft perfect ule of all her faculties, and pof- 
fefles a moft acute and penetrating underftanding. Although 
the King addrefies her by the honourable name of “ Mother,” 
and although the is the firft lady of the court, yet is fhe wholly 
deftitute of pride, and is adored by her children and relations, 
and more efpecially by her domeftics and vaflals. With fuch 
amiable and unaffected perfons I prefently became familiar, 
and have often felt myfelf more under reftraint with many 
new made nobles and village magiftrates than here. 
During 


* May not the fame be faid of the nobility and great land- 
holders in Great Britain, whofe country feats, once the abode of 
hofpitality and independence, are now deferted for the ruinous 
Pleafures of London and the watering places ? 
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During the fupper, which, though plentiful, was a perfelly 
rural repaft, the converfation turned upon the nature of the 
country, and the ftate of agriculture. My enquiries upon that 
head greatly pleafed the Duke, who difcovered his extreme 
partiality for country occupations, and promifed to fhew me 
all his new arrangements, and his different flocks and herds, 
But I never fufpected that, in order to procure me this fatise 
faction, be was to fend (as [ afterwards found he did) eight 
or nine miles in the night to his fhepherds and cowherds, to 
be at his houfe, with their flocks and herds, by break of day, 

The beauty of the morning gave double charms to the 
rural environs of the houfe, furrounded by extenfive pafture 
grounds, bounded on one fide by diftant hills, and on the other 
by the wood of Gioia, towards which we proceeded to the 
fheepfold. The agreeable coolnefs of the morning, the pearls 
of dew trembling upon a thoufand flowers, and the melodious 
notes of the feathered throng, had lulled me into the fweeteft 
reverie, when I was fuddenly roufed by the found of horn, 
hautboys, a bagpipe, and a provincial fort of drum. It wasa 
band of fhepherds, who, advancing towards us with their 
mufic, and a flag, cordially faluted us, and then proceeded with 
their Arcadian mufic. Not far from the fheepfold we were 
met by the chief of the fhepherds, a venerable old man, who 
welcomed us with a hearty fhake of the hand, He firft con- 
ducted us to the dairy, where are made the {mall cheefes of 
fheep’s and goat’s milk; and then to the houfes or ftalls, 
which are all built of freeftone, in rows, with a variety of di- 
vifions, Before them is a large fquare inclofure, divided into 
five equal parts: In tce firft divifion, and in the ftalls thereto 
belonging, were the ewes big with young; in the fecond were 
the fucking lambs ; in the third and fourth were the two- 
year-old ewes ; and in the fifth were the lambs that had done 
fucking. All the fheep, in thefe five compartments, paffed in 
review before us. They were entirely of the white breed, 
called Pecore Gentili, or fine woolled ; and the chief fthepherd 
aflured us that they amounted to 30co. The Duke rejects 
the black fort, on account of the bad quality of the wool, Se 
veral fhepherds’ dogs, of the true breed, with long white hairy 
accompanied and watched the flocks ; and I heard much in 
praife of thcir intrepidity, and other good qualities. We 
next vifited the milking-houfe, which is very commodioufly 
arranged, and confifts of an oblong arched room, in each of 
whofe two fides are four apertures like door-ways, leading on 
cither fide into an inclofed court. At milking time the theep 
are 
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are driven into one of thefe courts, and fucceffively pafled 
through one of the apertures, where a man waits to milk them, 
which being done, they are let through the oppofite opening 
into the other court, and are thus fpeedily milked, There is 
alfo a convenient houfe for fhearing the fheep. All thefe 
buildings have been erected by the Duke, contrary to the ufual 
cuftom of the country, where the flocks remain in the open 
air during the whole year; and, except a few miferable huts 
by way of dairies, all the other bufinefs is performed in the 
open air. ‘This cuftom provedc very fatal to the proprietors 
of fheep during the laft fevere winter ; for more than forty 
thoufand fheep perifhed in the eaftern provinces of the kiog- 
dom ; whilft the Duke, in confequence of his judicious. ma- 
nagement, loft not a fingle one. But I now hear that his 
example kas been fince followed by feveral (heep-owaers. 

The inhabitants of the province where the Duke refides, in 
general, pay contiderable attention. to the breeding of theep, 
although not nearly fo much as did the ancients. ‘They are 
more affiduous in making a quantity of cheefe, than in pro- 
curing fine wool ; and as the former is of confiderable value 
in the country itfelf, and is much efteemed by the inhabitants, 
they prefer the black theep, called Pecore Mofcie, which give 
abundance of milk, but proJuce a very inferior fort of wool. 
If manufactures were encouraged, the people would perhaps 
attend more to the quality of the wool, and endeavour to make 
itas celebrated as in the time of the Romans; but as noen- 
couragement is given to that object, and the peafant looks to 
his more immediate profit, the race which bore the fine and 
beautiful white wool, and which was univerfal in the country, 
has been long fince nearly deftroyed, 





On the CULTIVATION of POTATOES, 


[From Mr. Pennant’s « Hiflory of the Parifhes of Whiteford 
and Holywell.’”’] 


VERY cottage in Whiteford has its garden ; and if that 

is not large enough, any landloid or neighbour allots him 
apiece in oneo his fie'ds, jor the purpole of a potatoe-gare 
den, and this {pot is prepared and manured by the landlord, and 
for which not more than 18d. per rood is demanded, The 
lat comfort is not of long date, for 1 can remember the time 
in which it was almoft unkaown to the poorer people; nei- 


Vor. XXVIII. 706. ak ther 
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ther did the rich extend the culture beyond the garden. How 
fingular does appear to us the following quotation from old 
Gerard, who {peaks of it as “ being alfo a meate for pleas 
fure, cquall in goodnefle and wl holefomeneffe vnto the fame, 
beinz either roited in the embers, or boyled and eaten with 
oyle, vinegar, and pepper, or drelled any other way by the 
hand of fome cunning in cookerie.” At prefent our gar- 
deners, and a few. others of the parifh, railed {ufficient to fup- 
ply their neighbours, and to carry for fale to the adjacent mare 
ket. The tiff foil of the parith is unfavourable to the cule 


ture. if we want potatoes i:) any quantities, we muft import 


! 


them from the vale of Conwy, from Chefhire, and Lanca- 
fhire. In the prefent time of {carcity, ( a 1V, 1795) the cul 
tivation has been uaufually increaled in Whiteford parifh. 
Belore this feafon, I never raifed more than was neceflary for 
the ufe of my family: This year I increafed my potatoe 
ground many fold, even before 1 had read the fpeech made by 
Sir John Sinclair. Thoufands have done the fame ina fimilar 
gnorance, fome from benevolence, fome. from view 
of An aad others on the principle of felf-prefervation. I 
) predict allo, from the former motives, that wheat will be 
in the next feafon fown four-fold. Admonitions furely are 
sey: In the next — we may rejoice in plenty, even 
in fuperfluity, and have the happ inefs of teeing the poor man 
exult in cur hasan 3» —But ‘the ha ne days are arriving faft. 
Let us comfort ourtelves with the fair profpect before us, and 
devoutly pray for the roca < asi of thofe hopes delivered 





tous ia the following prophetic eliufion : 





vas eee 
« Jet us cut off thofe lecal bars 
« Which crufh the culture of our fertile ifle ! 
cr ’ ’ 1] ¢£ 
“-Werethey remov'd, unbounded weal:h would flow, 
Our « i then with ied »Juce imile, 
bh And! } ona cond Eden prove r 
x , , 7 I 
AACA RS 5 LVeatie!s D: Ulee 
+ Sa flichtly mentioned to you fomewhere the love of ore 
nament among the Dutch, as inconfiltent with the weight, 
znot to fay heavinels, of thetr ; traces I think this over- 
‘Rnery is to be aiicovcred principally in their livestes, woich 
} ; t J 
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are often gaudy and rich, fometimes elegant. It is exhibited 

Ifo in their furniture, barges, chimnies, china, and mills. Ie 
even fhews itfelf in certain indcfcribable places, yet, generally 
fpeaking, all thefe things are foout,of keeping with their own 
figures and fafhions—fuch, for invance, as their deep brown 
or blue fuits of Dutch homefpun or Prudian, their unyielding 
features, immenie breeches, prepofterous petticoats, ftupen- 
dous hip-pads, and meafured pace—that they feem as little of 
apiece as if the faid homefpun jerkins, &c, were to be trimmed 
with gold and filver foils and tringes. 

As to the waterfaring men (freth or falt) they are be-Luttoned 
from top to toe, each button, not excepting thofe of the waitt- 
band, a third part larger than an Englifh crown-picce, and 
always of fol:d filver. 

I have praifed the Dutch neatnefs 5 it is worthy of praife ; 
but occafiunally carried to excels. It now and then goes into 
caricature. You have always the fear of the pail and fcrub- 
bing brufhes bcfore your eyes. On the grand cleaning Cay 
which here is Friday, the maid fervants are. to be fe ry pace & 
below, ankle-deep, and {pouting above at the wind ows, as if 
they were playing off an engine to extinguith a conflagration ; 


S “SD 
e 
{ 


although the great end propoled, is only to wafh away the duit 
that may have gathered on the fafhes, in the courfe of the 


week, An Englith travel.er who comes from the comfort of 
adry room, or whofe itate of health would fuffer from damps, 
muft reconcile to this dejagrement as well as he can 3 ashe w ill, 
from an intention of civility, be fhewn into an apartment jutt 
wathed, he had better aouble his defence, by au additional pair 
of {ocks, or ftockings ; for the Dutch landlord would deem it 
rude te take his guelt into a room that bas not been laid under 
water fince the la {ft company went out of it, and were you to 
argue againit the thing, he would fet you dowa as a dirty 
traveller, who did not know how io behave jourfelt in a clean 
country. 

Thro ugh every part of Holland, the natives are great ole 
fervers of fy: NTMECtrYs Is a bruth, for example, part of the 
furniture cf a room, it will be found hanging up, Cui 
diftant with another of the fame fize, fhape, and tafhion to 
anfwer it. 


“ Cup faces cup, each faucer has its brother, 
“ And half the cupboard juil refe 
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Ox the ADVANTAGES of being in a HURRY. 


To the PRINTER. 

SR, 

A* IONG the many fubje&s which are gravely or hu- 

mouroufly handled by your ohenehe dents, | do not re- 
collect that the advantages of being in a continual hurry and buftle 
have been touched upon, although one cannot have frequent 
oppertunities of obferving the manners of mankind, without 
heing {truck with the fi.gular propenfity there is in fome to be 
in hatte, whatever they are doing, and to include all the merit 
of their actions in one quality only, that of precipitation. 

This may at firft fight appear to be very oppofite to the 
natural inclination of men, which is toa ftate of eafe and in- 
dolence, or, as a friend of mine calls it, the pleafure of fitting 
fill, yet it will be found peculiar to fo great a number to move 
with rapidity, that we may fafely fet it down among the pro- 
mincnt features of human charaéter in focial life. And fome 
merit may be allowed to it, on the fcoreof bodily exertion, for 
it cannot have been eafy to break through natural indolence, 
and form thofe exertions into a habit, which muft have teen 
originally very difficult, and are to many very irkfome, and, 
indeed, impoffible to be continued, It may hkewife be thought 
that the fu ift of feot are entitled to merit upon another account, 
as following the beft medical preicription for the prefervation 
of health, | mean exercife, without fome portion of which the 
body cannot be long kept ina healthy ftate. Perfons who ule 
frequesit and regular exercife, and whonever allow the blood 
to ftagnate, are obferved generally to enjoy long life and 
health, 

But, Sir, I hope I fhall not be thought uncharitable, if, 
while I give tonecefiary exercife all the praife that is due, I 
attribute the hurry and buftle, which are peculiarly the fubject 
of this letter, to avery different caufe, namely, to that vanity 
which prompts us to appear in alight of vatt confequence to 
bycftanders. A min who walks along the ftreet in a flow 
and meafured pace, and gives way to every obftruction he 
meets, is far lcfs likely to attraét notice, than him who pufhes 
on, as if ona bulinefs of infinite importance, and is the terror 
of barrow- women and bliad-beggars. “The former may walk 
trom Hydepark-corner to Mile end, unheeded, and without 
caufing a fingle remark, while the latter, before he has flown 
through a rect, has dravva upon him a hundred eyes, and cus 
riolity is agape tu know who he is, and what he is going about, 
ret 
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Yet it may happen that both parties are going upon precifely 
the fame errand, or, more probably, that he who walks delibe- 
rately is employed upon fome interefting concern, while the 
other endeavours to make up in buftle what he really wants in 
bufinefs. Weretwofuch mento calculate their winnings at 
the end of the day in point of time, the difference probably 
would not be great, but it is the appearance of the thing which 
pleafes the lover of hurry, and ne galas from thofe who judge 
only from appearances (a great proportion of mankind) that 
reputation which the other has to feek at the kands of the 
knowing few. 

In country villages, we fee difplayed in a very ftiiking light, 
what an eminent author calls the “ dignity of hurry.”” No 
fooner does a poft-chaife pafs the turnpike at the entrance, than 
the poftillion, knowing the talte of his pailengers, drives 
furioufly along the ftreet, frightens lame women and children 
who are but learning to walk, and difturbs the occupations of 
the country folks, who muit itretch out their necks to fee who 
iscoming. This, with the rattling of tne wheels, the fmack 
of the whip, and tie barking of dogs, you w.!] agree conftitutes 
nofmall degree of confequencey which is at length finally wound 
up by the lanclord and waiters ruoning to the door of the 
Chaife, to efcort the paffeagers into * the Blue Lion,’’ or the 
“ Bear,” places not very dignified in name, but not improper 
to conclude this pageantry. 

Need | tell you, that in the travelling of perfons of high rank, 
expedition conititutes the great diftinction between them and 
the vulgar ! The rapid approach of the couriers perhaps only 
five minutes before the principals, to announce that they are 
coming, the hurry and conlufion this occafions in an inn, 
either fuil of guefts, or perhaps not very large, the impetuous 
whirl of the coach-wheeis of the great man, and their rume 
bli.g under the lofty gateway—— hele are grand things; thcfe, 
Sir, are village fublimitics, which it hath not entered into the 
head of patient jog-trot travellersto have any conception of, 
They raife a vait ideaof the,perfonages who have arrived, and 
acrowd affembles to witnefs their delcent from the carriage, 
which is, that all may be in unifon, performed with a leap, and 
thereby a glance only is allowed to the gaping {pe€tator, which 
feeds his imagination probably better than a full view. 

Thofe whole good fortune it is to attend at courts and levees, 
know well ike importance of burry in entering and departing. 
Though their bufinefs be merely to compliment their fovereign 
by a bow aud a few words of congratulation, they fly zlong 

the 
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he paflage and up the grand ftaiscafe, with a di gnified velocity 
5 

and their defire tobe «hought of fome confequence by not 
etting his Majelty wart. The crowd below meafure their 
Opisions accordingly. ‘Many a gouty lord have I feea hobble 
along the portico, unobferved, and almoft unfeen, while a more 
youth ful (prig of quality, by his jaunty ftep and quick movee 
tents, has been taken for a rr a going to kifs hands 
wpon promotion, Thefe, Sir, may appear trifles, but thefe 
little things are “ great to little man.” 

Nay, L confefs that on fundry occafions I have not difdained 

to pre ofit by the artifice mytelf. Olbferving that perlons who 
went flowly and loungir aly into our courts of juitice, as if, 
which was really the cate, th: ‘y had no bufinefs, were refuted 
admittance by the door- keepers, within the bar, 1 tried whe- 
ther the appearance-of bulinefs might not fupply the place of 
it, and entering quickly, marched with an airof conlequence 
through the crowd, which gave way on each fide, and I ob- 
tained immediate admittance. In fuch cates, there may not 
be much to blame. 

It may perhaps be alledged in oppofizion to my ftating that 
Burry is a fpecies of vanity, that ie is not fo much fo as the 
grave and folemn pace of a procefion; but this, which ] al. 
low, is only faying that there are more ways than one of gaine 
ing the fame point, and it muft be remembered that a procefe 
fion is a mode of acquiring confeguence, which it is not in every 
perfon’s power to comma d. But ali that can be gained by 
hurry and buftle is eafily attainable by an individual, and may 
be practifed at all times, in the ftrects or on the bighway, on 





foot or on horleback, 

Why is it that fo many young tradefmen break their limbs, 

and fometimes their necks, in galloping to town abour ten 

o’clock in the forenoon, but thet they want to infpire the inhae 

bitants of the envirens with an immente idea of their impore 
fe their anxiety to get to their 


red that obje@ in 


tance. If their hur I 
counting houtes early, they mizht have attai 
amuchd tafer and turer way, Dy quitting the pillow an hour or 

Much, indeed, of the expedition we obferve in 
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two fooner. 
men of bulinefs, it is to be feared, may be traced to the lofs of 
fic morntoy hour-, but they are a taken if they think that 
they can be recovered by the whip and fpur. J] have known 


’ » 
many men acquue vait fortunes dy fucceis ul fpeculations, by 
wonde tul ftrokes of bufinels, and by actions which entitied 

) 


them tothe praseof greatinzenuity andacuienels, but 1 never 


9 knew 
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that can arife from ‘nothing but the cagernefs of their loy alty, 
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knew the clevereft among them who could find that in the af- 
ternoon, which he had loft in the morning. Ir is as cifficule 
tomakeone part of the day execute the fen tions of another, 
as difacult, 1 do humbly think, af to make the foot act asa 
fubifitute for the hand, or to afiift the eye with the elbows, 
Iam, Sir, deliberately, 
Your hum 


{ 


» fervant, 


FESTINA LENTE, 





ACCOUNT of th BUFFALO. 
[From Aufrere’s Travels to Naples. ] 


HESE animals are tamed eafier than might be expefed 





and I faw with furprife that they patiently fuffered theme 
felves to be beaten by their drivers, who fate on horfeback 


armed with fticks in the fhape of lances. But they are lite 
tle to be trufted; and their morofe countenance and traites 
rous eyes, betray the falfity of their character. An ox foon 
forgets even the unmerited blows which it receives ; but a 
buffalo not only bears them in mind, but calmly waits for a 
convenient op portunity of revenge. This aflertion ts proved 
by the following anecdote, which 1 relate upon the aut vority 
of a gentleman, who is proprietor of a great number of buf 
faloes. A young and heedlefs driver fo irritated a buffalo, 
with blows and ill treatment, that the poor beaft, provoked 
almoft to madnefs, furioufly attacked the | boy, and would have 
totally deftroyed him, had he not been faved oy the timely in 
tervention of fome other drivers. This buffaio was foon after 
fent with others toa ciftant part of the country; but it hap- 
pening, two vears afterwards, that the boy had occafion to tra= 
verfe the paftures where his old enemy was feeding, the buffalo 
- ‘ S te 
immediate notice, obferved bis proceedings, and when it faw 

4 laid down to fleep under a tree, it ran at him, 
and feverely gored him with us horas. Although fome cir 
cumftances rio r the truth of this hiltory rather doubetul, 
I could not he p communicating it, as the perfon from whom 





no fooner faw than recol cte -d him 3 but, without t: 
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I received it ae worthy of the greate(ft credit. Bue the foi- 
t . ’ a : 
lowing proeot of a A fagacity of tne buffalo, attelted by 


the whole province, merits our utimoft credit and at‘ention. 
The road to the two Calabrias is traverfed between Perfanc 
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and rapid, and was deftitute, until Jately, both of bridge and 
ferry-boat. A buffalo was therefore employed to carry over 
the weekly courier and his mail, znd learned its bufinefs fo well, 
that every week it quitted the pafture, appeared at the river 
fide upon the day and hour when the courier ufually ‘arrived, 
fuffered the portmanteau to. be placed upon its back, and when 
that was not too heavy, gave the | ke permiffion to the man ; 
but when the portmanteau was too weighty, it puthed the 

courier away ‘with its horns, upon his offering to mount, fwam 
acrofs the river, fuffered the mail to be taken off, and returned 
to fetch the courier. It continued this employment during 
feveral years, and its death, which happened lately, at a very 
advanced age, wasa moft important event in the province. It 
is to be la:nented that no greater advantage is made of thefe 
beafts, whofe little eftimation here is fufficiently teftified by 
the low price they bear; a buffalo not fetching more than 
from fifteen totwenty ducats (from 2]. 16:. 3d. to 3). 15s.) 





Anecdotes of that celebrated Frenchman Babeuf. 
EVOLUTIONS produce extraordinary characters, and 


elevate fometimes great, and fometimes worthlefs men, 
to the higheft and moft eminent fituations. A proverb well 
known to the ariftocracy of every country, although illéberal, 
and, in general, unjuft, is neverthelefs, on fome particular oc- 
cafions, true: “ When the pot boils, the /cum gets to the 
top.” Colonel Pride, born in a church porch, is a familiar 
inftance of the juftice of this, in our own hiftory; and Ba- 
boeuf, perhaps, in that of France. The firft, who was breda 
drayman, actually diffolved that Houfe of Commons which 
bridled Europe, and punifhed its own King; the fecond, who, 
under the old government, wore a fhoulder-knot, was but lately 
the leader of a formidable confpir.cy, whofe object is faid to 
have been, to murder the Directory, diflolve the Legiflature, 
and new model France ! 
Babcruf is a native of one of the diftant provinces ; from 
a footman he became clerk toa procureur ; and trom a clerk 
rofe to be anattorney. His wife, at the fame time, accom- 
panied him from the kitchen to the parlour; and as fhe had 
fhared in hisindigence, fo the very juftly partook of his prof- 
perity. He praé ‘tifed in the country for fome time ; andif we 
are to give iaiplicit credit to his enemies, exhibited all the lit- 
tle tricks of a petty-fogger. 
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Annual Cuftom of the People of Fapan, of trampling 
upon the Crofs. 


| From Profeflor Thunberg’s Travels. } 


Few days after the Japanefe new year’s day, the horrid 
ceremony was performed, of trampling on fuch images 
as reprefent the crofs and the Virgin Mary with the child. 
Thefe images, which are made of caft copper, are faid to be 
about twelve inches in length. This ceremony is performed 
for the purpofe of imprinting on every one an abhorrence and 
hatred of the Chriftan doctrine and of the Portuguefe, who 
attempted to propagate that doétrine, and at the fame time 
todifcover whether any remains of it be yet left inany Japa- 
nefe. The trampling is performed in fuch places as were tor- 
merly moft frequented by the Chriftians. 

In the town of Nagafaki, it continues for the fpace of four 
days, after which period the images are carried to the adjacent 
places, and at laft are laid by till the following year. Every 
one, except the Governor and his train, even the {mallett 
child, is obliged to be prefent at this ceremony. But that the 
Dutch, as fome have been pleafed to infinuate, are obliged to 
trample on thefe images, is not true. At every place, overe 
feers are prefent, who affemble the people in rotation at cer= 
tain houfes, calling over every one by his name in duc order, 
and feeing that every thing is duly performed. Adults walk 
over the images from one fide to the other, and the children ia 
arms are put with their feet on them. 








Anfwer, by F. B. Chivers, of St. Auftell, to W. Wis Queftion, 
inferted May 2. 


Y Simpfon’s Fluxions the diameter of the bufhel is dou- 
i 
ble the alticude. Therefore ap x =the altitude; then 
2x = the diameter, and letc = 2150 he cubic inches ina 
corn bufhel. Then per menfuration 4x'd==c (by making d= 
7854). Hence xt=c+44, and conféquently x17 —fixe 
*7 54 . S i -— : 443, a sicy eR LLED | a 7 P 
x 
tenths, and ——=8 —cigth-tenths, the dimenfions of the bu- 
2 
the!, very near. 


~a * 


*t* Wehave received the like anfwer from VY. Davics, of 
Crowan. 


Vor, XXVIII. 706. 2G Anficers 
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Anfieryby John Williams, Funior, of Plymouth, to W, Bickham's = 

Rebus, inferted Fune 27. 

OUR rebus I will now explain, 
CANARY isthe bird you mean. 
*#4* Wehave received the like anfwer from T, Whicker, 
of Exeter. 

ACHARADE, , 
ae like Circe, who was fam’d of old, } 
My firft as a choice centinel do hold 


In due fubjedtion, till my next do draw : 
My firft away with its infatiate jaw : ; 
The jolly fons of Bacchus know my whole 7 
Who drain with joy the oft-repeated bowl. I 

4 





A REBUS, ly Feffe Brown, of Bridgewater. 
AT of reft for all defign’d, 


My firit it doth contain; 
A beaft that’s ufeful to mankind, 
My next it will explain. 
A Heathen god who rul’d the fea, 
And waves and wind obey’d; 
An Englifh Queen renown’d for fame, 





Who liv’d and died a maid. Si 

Reverfe of age now laft defery, 

And join the initials aright; Ai 

My whole’s the toil of induftry, Ww 

Of mornine PTL, Tt 

morning, noon, and night. 3 

v1 

Na ad Sd Se i a I i fe ae i eS i Wa a" Be; 

HIKE RRR ORK OK ERO HOKE OK Ste 
ecttneelil 7 

*,* We earneflly requeft our Correfpondents to be more careful 

to render the different Productions they fend correét, that we may An 

nit be obliged to leave them out on Account of their Want of Mee 


rit—IlVe would aja caution the Writers of Enigmas, Rebuffes, 
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, ore * G Moane SS en” FP H ; ee 
Charades, Queflions, Ge. Se. agai t fending any but fuch asare 
original, 
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PETER PINDAR’s EXHORTATION ¢o the POPE. 


HE French are Devils—Devils—down right Devils ; 
T In heav’nly wheat accurs’d deftructive weevils ! 
Abominations! Atheiits to a man! 

Rogues that convert the fineft flour to bran; 

In vice’s drunken cup for ever guzzling, 

Jutt like the hogs in mud uncleanly nuzzling. 

I know the rafcals have a fin zx petto, 

To robthe Holy Lady of Loretto; 

Attack her temple with their guns, fo warrith, 
And thruft the gentlewoman on the parifh: 

A lady all fo graceful, gay, and rich, 

With gems and wonders lodg’d in every ftitch. 
Heir of St. Peter, kindle then thine ire, 

And bid France feel thy apoftolic fire ; 

Think of the quantity of facred wood ; 

Thy treafuries can launch into the flood ; 

What fhips the holy manger can create ! 

At leaft a dozen of the largeft rate. 

And, lo, enough of {weet Saint Martha’s hair, 
To rig this dozen mighty fhips of war. 

Our Saviour’s pap-{poon, that a world adores, 
Would make a hundred thoufand pair of oars. 
Gather the {tones that knock'd down poor Saint Stephen, 
And fling at Frenchmen in the name of Heaven; 
Bring forth the thoufands of Saint Catherine’s nails, 
That ev’ry convent, church, and chapel hails— 
For ftorms, uncork the bottled fighs of martyrs, 
And blow the rogues to earth’s remoteft quarters. 
Such relics, of good mother church the pride, 
How would they currycomb a Frenchman’s hide! 
Son of the church, again I fay, arile, 

And flafh new marvels in their finner eyes ; 

With tecth and jaw- bones on thy holy back, 
Thumbs, fingers, knuckle-bones to fill a fack: 
With joint of rump and loins, and heels and toes, 
Begin thy march, and meet thy Atheilt foes; 
Struck with a panic fhall the villains leap, 

And fly thy prefence, like a flock of theep. 
Thus fhall the rebels to religion yield, 

And thou, with holy triumph, keep the field. 


——— 


Ox DEAT H. 


N yon damp heath of loathfome ftraw, 
Lay ftretch’d an author poor and olc 
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His heavy breath he fcarce could draw ; 
His frozen limbs were numh’d with cold, 


\4} 


But ere his form ranks with the dead, 
He op’d his lips to {peak his choice, 

«¢ Give me buat fame,” he would have faid, 
When death’s cold hand arreits his voice. 


Behold that rich and fumptuous bed, 
Glaring on red and purple pride ; \V 
A mighty monarch there lies dead, 
In prime of health and youth he died. 


On yonder downy couch behold, 
A beauty once of note and fame— 
But now fo miferably old, j 
You fcarce can know her for the fame. 





Stretch’d on that mat, doft thou not fee, 
A clay cold mould’ring corfe ?— 
Tis all the greateft King wili be, 
No better, nor no worfe. 


Alike, the King and beggar fall, 
The agly and the fair ; 

For cruel death will level all, 
In one fate all mutt fhare. NV 











————_ - with 

The PRISON. ftati 

By Dr. Darwin. ° d 

p cleai 

H welcome debtor! in thefe walls ae 
Thy cares, and joys, and loves forego ; - 

Approach ; a brother debtor calls, Sout 

And join the family of woe! befo 

. , . inde 

Did fortune, with her frowning brow, ) 

Thy late and early toils withftand ? . 

Or flander ftrike the fatal blow, year 

Or griping us’ry’s iron hand ? fing 

‘ i the ; 

Say, does a wife, to want confign’d, oth 
While weeping babes furround her bed, >. 

Peep thro’, and fee the fetters bind ee. ct 

Thofe hands, that earn thy daily bread ? arbi 

} ; jufti 

Does the in vain, on knees that bend, = . 

The marble heart of wealth implore? *: 

Breathleis purfue fume flying friend, Pop: 

Or beat in vain the clofing door? vict 

: Sea 

Look up, and fhare our {canty meal ; kno 

For us fome brighter hours may flow; \ 


Some angel break thefe bolts of fteel, 
lor Howanp marks, and feels our woe. 





